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SHEENA LINDAHL, PRESIDENT AND CO-FOUNDER

Using creative financing strategies, Sheena became financially independent from her parents at the age of 17—paying for her own $30,000+ yearly tuition at New York University, excelling in school, working full-time at jobs that she loved, and co-founding a business.

Before joining the tour, Sheena managed the due diligence process at GreenHills Ventures, a venture capital firm that invests $1.5 to $5 million in promising early-stage high-growth companies. She was a lead teacher at Project R.E.A.D., a nonprofit organization that improves the reading levels of inner-city elementary school children.

In 2005, Sheena graduated from New York University with a major in Communication Studies. In 2006, Sheena was named by Business Week as one of the country's top 25 entrepreneurs under the age of 25 and profiled in USA Today, on the AOL homepage, and on CBS, NBC, and ABC.

MICHAEL SIMMONS, CEO AND CO-FOUNDER
[image: image3.jpg]


As a 2005 graduate of the Stern School of Business at New York University and author, teacher, speaker, and award-winning entrepreneur, Michael is able to deliver a unique perspective that connects with audiences. In 2006, Michael was named by Business Week as one of the country's top 25 entrepreneurs under 25 and profiled in USA Today, the AOL homepage, CBS, NBC, and ABC.

Michael co-founded his first business, Princeton WebSolutions (PWS), when he was sixteen years old. PWS was later rated the #1 youth-run web development company in the nation by Youngbiz Magazine. In addition, Michael has won three entrepreneur of the year awards from the Network for Teaching Entrepreneurship, Fleet, and the National Coalition for Empowering Youth Entrepreneurship. He is the bestselling author of The Student Success Manifesto.
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SARAH GREEN, PARTNER & CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER
Sarah is a graduate of Appalachian State University (ASU) in North Carolina. While in school she was nominated for the Student Entrepreneur of the Year Award for her success in establishing a chapter of AIESEC, the world's largest student held organization and founding the annual High Country Global Opportunities Conference. Sarah was recognized for her achievements at ASU by having a scholarship named after her called "The Sarah Green Scholarship for the Advancement of Social Entrepreneurship". 
While in school Sarah spent a semester abroad in Alicante, Spain, spent three months in Uganda teaching entrepreneurship and microfinance and spent two months backpacking through Central America. Because of her international experiences, Sarah developed a strong passion for social entrepreneurship and enterprise based solutions to poverty. She enjoys traveling the world and learning as much as possible about people with different backgrounds and cultures and how their entrepreneurial journey is the key to eradicating world poverty.

LAURA MAC MINN, DIRECTOR OF EVENTS
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Laura graduated with honors from Appalachian Sate University’s Walker College of Business in 2011. Through college Laura was recognized as a leader as she sat on the Walker College of Business Dean’s Council of Student Advisers, was recognized with an Outstanding Student Award and held many leadership positions on campus. Laura was heavily involved with AIESEC, the world’s largest student run non-profit organization, and became President just one year after it was founded at Appalachian. She was a key member of AIESEC Appalachian while a student and is still connected as an alumnus. 
In 2010 Laura traveled to South India where she spent over 3 months traveling and working for two local Non-governmental Organizations. She was there to complete research on International Human Resource Management and spent most of her time working with women’s Self Help Groups. 
Laura thrives on connecting with people from around the country and the world. She joined Empact in October of 2011, working as the Extreme Entrepreneurship Tour’s National Tour Manager for over a year. Laura currently lives in Charlotte, North Carolina.

